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This article has been retracted: Oncotarget has concluded its investigation of this paper, and the following issues were 
discovered:

•	 Figure 3C: The NCI-H358/STK39 western blot is a duplicate of a blot in Figure 5A (A549/p-AKT) of a concurrently 
published and retracted article [1]. Additionally, the GAPDH/NCI-H358 and GAPDH/NCI-H1975 western blots are 
duplicates.

•	 Figure 4B: The flow cytometry plots for NCI-H1975/siNC and A549/WT are duplicates.
•	 Figure 6A: The E-cadherin blot image is a duplicate of the MMP2 image found in Figure 7C of another concurrently 

published and retracted paper [2]. Furthermore, the NCI-H1975/PCNA and NCI-H1975/CDC25A western blots are 
duplicates.

External Duplications: Several images were found in unrelated papers published later:

•	 The Figure 3A STK39 western blot was duplicated as a TBX2 blot in Figure 2A of reference [3] and as CXCR5 in Figure 2C 
of reference [4].

•	 The A549/p38 western blot bands in Figure 6B were found in Figure 5A as MG63/JAK2 in reference [5].

The authors did not respond to requests for comment or provide the original data. Consequently, the editorial decision has 
been made to retract this paper. Oncotarget has reached out to all authors to notify them of this retraction but has received no 
response.

Original article: Oncotarget. 2016; 7:61366–61377. https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.11351
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