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This article has been retracted: Oncotarget has completed its investigation of this paper. It was determined that the paper 
contains multiple instances of image duplication and overlap, both internal to the paper and external with other published 
works. Specifically, we identified the following issues:

Internal Duplications and Overlaps:
Figure 2D transwell assay: HEC-1A cells image overlaps with Figure 7A (ISK-1 cells) non-infected and NC images.
Figure 2E transwell assay: HEC-1A cells image is a duplicate of Figure 8A NC (ISK-1 cells).
Figure 7A transwell assay: noninfected and NC images show overlap.
Figure 10A western blot: N-cadherin expression in KLE-28 cells image is a duplicate of Figure 13A image of N-cadherin in 
ISK-1 cells.
Figure 13A western blot: vimentin expression in ISK-23 cells image is a duplicate of Figure 13A b-catenin expression in 
KLE-28 cells.
Figure 5B immunocytochemistry staining: two images (noninfected and NC) overlap in the ISK-1 panel and the ISK-1/NC 
image is a duplicate of Figure 4A image of ISK-1/Fibulin-4. 
Figure 12 (ISK-23 b-catenin and CyclinD1) are duplicates of Figure 7A (Ishikava vimentin and N-cadherin), respectively.
Supplemental Figure 2D (KLE-28) is a duplicate of Figure 8A (ISK-23 NC).
Supplemental Figure 2C (KLE-28) is a duplicate of Figure 8A (Non-infected ISK-1).

External Duplications and Manipulations:
Figure 2C colony formation assay: HEC-1A/NC image duplicates NC for HOS-1 cells in Figure 6C of reference [1], where 
images overlap after rotation.
Figure 10A and 11A western blots: KLE-28/N-cadherin and ISK-1/E-cadherin are manipulated duplicates of the blot for HOS-
1 protein Slag in Figure 9A of reference [1].
Figure 3A endometrial cells immunocytochemistry with Fibulin 4 is a duplicate of Figure 4A in reference [2] where 
endometrial cells are stained for HMGB1.
Figure 11A western blot: KLE-1/N-cadherin image is a duplicate of Figure 7C E-cadherin in reference [2].
Figure 13A western blot: ISK-23/vimentin image is a duplicate of b-catenin image of KLE-28 cells, KLA-28 N-cadherin blot 
is a duplicate of CDK2 in reference [3].
Figure 13B western blot: GAPDH blot of ISK1 cells is a duplicate of b-actin blot of 786-o cells in Figure 7B in reference [3] 
and KLE-1/vimentin blot is a duplicate of 786-o/Bax image from [3].
Supplementary Figure 2E “Photograph of xenografts formed in nude mice after subcutaneous inoculation” was reused in a 
2018 article [4] of the corresponding author Jie Chen.
While the authors did provide some original images, the number and nature of these issues remain a serious concern regarding 
the integrity and reliability of the reported data. Given the extent of the detected image duplications, the editorial decision has 
been made to retract this publication. The authors were contacted regarding this decision but did not agree to the retraction.
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