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This article has been retracted: Oncotarget has completed its investigation of this paper, initiated after the request of 
corresponding author Zhe Cheng to retract this article. Upon investigation, several instances of image duplication were found. 
In particular, Figure 4, contains images also found in Figure 4 (HE staining), Figure 5 (Masson staining) and Figure 6 (PAS 
staining) of an earlier paper [1]. Figure 4, HE staining panel and Masson staining panel, also contains images found in Figure 
3A and 3C of a paper published concurrently [2] and in Figure 4 of [3]. The authors also reused some of the HE staining and 
PAS staining images in later published paper [4], which was recently retracted. As a result, the Editorial decision was made to 
retract this paper. Oncotarget has reached out multiple times to all authors to confirm this retraction, but received no response.

Original article: Oncotarget. 2017; 8:46312–46325. https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.17933
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