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This article has been retracted: Multiple instances of internal image duplication, as well as images that appear in earlier 
published papers, have been discovered in this article. Specifically, Figures 2B, 3, 4A, 4B, 5A, 6B, and 6C all have western 
blot bands image duplications. In addition, Figure 3 contains a western blot from Figure 7 of a previously published paper of 
the same group of authors [1]. Figure 5 also contains identical data from another previously published paper of the same group 
[2]. In light of these issues, the journal requested clarification regarding these images from the authors. The data and comments 
provided to Oncotarget did not resolve the concerns about the integrity and reliability of the reported data. Therefore, with 
the agreement of all authors except the first author, Chrysovalantou Mihailidou, the Oncotarget Editors retract this article.

Original article: Oncotarget. 2018; 9:10360–10374. https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.23164
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